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ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE  PEDICAL  OFFICER  OP  HEALTH  FOR  1947 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Bedlingtonshiro  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  the  annual  report  for  1947,  concerning  the 
health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Urban  District  during  the  year 

Apart  from  the  sli^t  increase  in  the  death  rate  from  10,88  to 
11.5  per  1,000,  the  vital  statistics  are  very  satisfactory.  The  birth 
rate  has  risen  from  20  to  22.84  per  1,000,  the  stillbirth  rate  has 
fallen  from  34.5  to  25,4  per  1,000  total  births  and  the  infantile 
mortality  rate  from  58,2  to  34,09  per  1,000  live  births.  The  maternal 
mortality  is  nil.  All  these  figures,  including  the  death  rate,  are 
better  than  the  corresponding  figures  for  urban  districts  having  a 
population  of  25,000  to  50,000,  and  for  the  country  as  a v;hole. 

There  is  better  progress  to  report,  also,  in  the  housing  programme 
with  the  completion  of  120  permanent  houses,  but  there  is  still  an 
ii-nmense  smount  of  v/ork  to  be  done  before  the  residents  of  the  Shire  can 
be  said  to  be  adequately  and  satisfactorily  housed.  Very  many  houses 
Y/ill  have  to  be  condemned  and  demolished  v^hen  materials  and  labour 
become  available  for  the  re-housing  of  those  displaced, 

I have,  once  more,  to  thank  members  of  the  Council  for  the 
consideration  they  have  shown  to  me  and  express  ray  thanks  for  the 
assistance  I have  received  from  the  staffs  of  the  Sanitary  and  other 
departments  of  the  Council, 


I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.B, McGregor,  M.B.,  D.P.H,, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Urban  District  of  Bedlingtonshiro, 


August,  1948, 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  IHE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OP  HEALTH 


FOR  1947. 


Public  Health  Officers  ef  the  Lecal  Authority. 


Medical 


Sanitary 

Meat 


Officer  of  Health 
I Inspector ...... 


Sanitary  Inspector 

(Additional ) 

Offices  of  the  M.O.H 

Telephone 

Offices  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector. ............. 

Telephone 


Catherine  B.  McGregor, 

M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

R . M.  Laver ick,  M . S . I . A . 
Oort.  R.S.I. 


R . ’.'j . Covi/ans  , M.S.I.A.  R.S.I. 


14S,  Station  Road, 

Ashington. 

Ashington  2287. 

Council  Offices,  Front  Street, 
Bedlington. 

Bodlington  2553, 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OP  BEDLINGTONSHIRE . 
Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for 

1947- 

SECTION  A. 

Statis  tics 

and  Social  Conditions  of  the 

Area 

Area  in  acres . ... 

#»#  ••• 

• • • 

9 ,025.  784 

Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of  Resident  population 

mid  1947  

• • • 

26,  970. 

Rateable  Value  ... 

• ••  •••  •••  ••• 

• • • 

£105,313. 

One  Penny  Rate  produces 

• # •••  •••  •••  9 • • 

• • • 

£i|04»  1* 

3. 

Number  of  Inhabited  houses  (end  of  1947)  •••  ••• 

7726- 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births 

LIVE  BIRTHS. 

TOTAL . 

MALE. 

FEMALE. 

Legitimate  . . . 

...  ...  ...  5S9 

306 

283 

Illegitimate 

• • * • • • • • • -27_ 

10__ 

17 

616 

316 

300 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 

the  estimated  population 

22. 

84. 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

TOTAL. 

MALE. 

PE1.1ALE . 

Legitimate  • . 

. • . • • . • . f 15 

11 

4 

Illegitimate  • 

• ••  •••  •••  ^ 

- 

15 

11 

4 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  Still  births):-  25*4 

Deaths 

TOTAL . 

MALE. 

FEMALE. 

311 

171 

140 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of 

the  population  11. 5. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  (headings  29  and  30  of 

the 

Regis trar 

• General’ 

Short  list) 

Deaths.  Rate  per  1,00 

Totalflive  and  still) 

births* 


No •29*  puerperal  Sepsis  ~ 

No. 30.  Other  puerperal  causes. 
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Death  Rate  of  Infants  -under  one  year  of  ago; 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  «...  34,09 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  33.95 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ••••  37 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages),, 42 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  agos)  

Deaths  from  liThooping  Cou^  (all  ages)  

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (-under  2 years)  1 


The  Registrar  General  supplies  the  following; 

CAUSES  OP  DEALS  1947. 


Cause  of  death,  Male, 


1,  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevors  1 

2,  Corebro  Spinal  Fever 

3,  Scarlet  Fever 

4,  RTiooping  Cou^ 

5,  Diphtheria 

6,  Tuberculosis  of^Resp,  sys,  5 

7,  Other  form  of  Tuborculosis  1 

8,  Syphilitic  diseases 

9,  Influenza  1 

10,  Measles 

11,  Acute  polio-myel;  and  polio-enceph,  « 

12,  Acute  inf.enceph.  1 

13,  Cancer  of  Buc,  Cav.  & oesoph  (m)  uterus  (f)  1 

14,  Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodon-um  10 

15,  Cancer  of  Breast 

16,  Cancer  of  all  other  sites  9 

17,  Diabetes  1 

18,  Intra  cranial  vascular  lesions  14 

19,  Heart  disease  52 

20,  Other  diseases  of  the  circ,  sys,  8 

21,  Bronchitis  8 

22,  Pnuemonia  10 

23,  Other  resp,  diseases  2 

24,  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duoden-um  1 

25,  Diarrhoea  imder  2 years  1 

26,  Appendicitis 

27,  Other  digve,  diseases  2 

28,  Nephritis  3 

29,  Puerperal  and  post-abort,  sepsis 

30,  Other  Maternal  causes 

31,  Premature  birth  4 

32,  Con.  m-al.,  birth  inj.  infant  diseases  2 

33,  Suicide  1 

34,  Road  traffic  accident  2 

35,  Other  violent  causes  7 

36,  All  other  causes  ^4 


Female, 


5 

1 

1 


1 

2 

4 
2 

13 

3 

16 

52 

3 

5 
3 


171  140 
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' J/yibliE  • 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  Legitimate  ....  15  4 

Illegitimate  ..  1 

16  4 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  1947*  , 

The  total  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  was  21.  This 
gives  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  34*09  per  1,000  live  births,  which  is 
probably  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  the  district. 

The  deaths  of  children  under  one  month  numbered  11  of  v/hich  8 
occurred  under  one  week,  and  of  these  7 died  as  the  result  of  premature 
birth. 

The  Registrar  General’s  table  S.D.  55  gives  the  infantile  mortality 
rate  as  follows 

For  England  and  Y/ales , 41  deaths  per  1,000  live  births. 

For  126  Great  Towns,  47  deaths  per  1,000  live  births. 

For  148  Smaller  Towns  (population  25^000  - 50,000)  36  deaths  per 

1,000  live  births. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  for  Bedlingtonshire  has  thus  fallen 
below  the  average  for  areas  of  similar  population  throughout  the  country. 

The  following  table  shows  the  conparatLve  mortality  during  the  past 
ten  years ; - 


CO 

0> 

H 

0^ 

cr\ 

H 

1 

H 

3- 

0^ 

rH 

<M 

o^ 

rH 

3 

H 

1 

H 

ITS 

CTs 

H 

3 

cr\ 

H 

1947 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 
and  Enteritis  under 
two  years. 

Nil 

2 

2 

Nil 

4 

1 

4 

4 

1 

1 

Deaths  of  infants 
under  1 year. 

27 

23 

30 

21 

30 

30 

26 

31 

21 

Infantile  Mortality 
Rate  per  1,000  live 
births . 

68.  6. 

66.67 

51*69 

70.8. 

50*7 

58.94 

52.O6 

54-05 

58.2 

34.09 

The  follov/ing  table  gives  details  of  the  causes  of  death  in  the 
different  age  groups  under  1 year 
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II^ANTILE  MORTALITY -•  1947  • 


Und. 

1-2 

2-3 

3-4 

Total 

1-3 

3-6 

6-9 

9-12 

Total 

Cause  of  death. 

l.wk 

wks 

¥/ks 

wks 

under 

1 mth 

mths 

mths 

mths 

mths 

under 

1 year 

Prematurity* 

7 

- 

- 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

pneumonia. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

3 

7 

Bronchitis . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Asphyxia. 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

**• 

- 

— 

— 

1 

Birth  Injury. 

1 

- 

- 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Pink  Disease. 
Congenital 

** 

mm 

1 

1 

Abnormality. 

- 

1 

- 

— 

1 

- 

— 

— 

1 

Gastro-enteritis 

•• 

•• 

1 

* 

** 

1 

8 

2 

- 

1 

11 

3 

3 

4 

- 

21 

SECTION  B. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area* 
Laboratory  Facilities. 


Laboratory  facilities  are  available  at  the  Laboratory  belonging  to 
the  Northumberland.  County  Council.  The  extent  to  which  the  facilities 
have  been  utilized  is  shovm  below: - 


Specimen  sent  in  by:- 

Specimen 

Pos  • 

Neg. 

C.  C.  T.  0. 

Sputa  for  Tubercle. 

21 

179 

General  Practitioners 

-do- 

7 

139 

M.O.H. 

swabs  for  Diphtheria 

1 

27 

General  practitioners 

-do- 

27 

108 

General  practitioners 

Swabs  for  Haem.  Strept. 

8 

11 

General  Practitioners 

Swabs  for  Vincent’s  Angina 

3 

1 

General  practitioners 

Enteric  Results 

4 

15 

111  • 0 . li  • 

-do- 

- 

4 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICES. 


AmTDulance  vehicles  6 - Bedlington  2;  Camhois  1;  Chopplngton  1; 

Netherton  2. 

NURSING  IN  THE  EOm. 

Ihere  are  8 district  nurses  and  mid-wivos  in  the  Shire  situated  as 
follows:-  Bedlington  2;  Choppington  1;  Netherton  1;  West  Sleekburn  and 
Stakeford  Ij  Sleekburn  2;  Caribois  1, 

TREATOffiNT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS. 

As  before, 

HOSPITALS,  PUBLIC  AND  VOLUNTARY. 

There  is  no  hospital  of  either  type  in  the  district, 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  'ilTELFARE. 

Clinics  are  hold  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centre,  South  Parade, 
Choppington,  Y.M.C.A.  Hall,  Bedlington  Station  and  Miners'  Institute, 
Cambois  as  follovirs:- 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS.  Held  at  Guide  Post, 

Third  and  last  Monday  of  each  month  at  2 p,m. 

First  Wednesday  of  each  month  both  morning  and  afternoon. 

Second,  Third  and  Fourth  Wednesday  of  each  month  at  2 p,m. 

Patients  are  attended  by  their  own  family  doctors, 

CHILD  VffiLFARE  CLINICS. 

At  Guide  Post,  every  Thursday,  both  morning  and  afternoon. 

At  Bedlington  Station  every  Wednesday  morning  and  afternoon. 

At  Cambois  on  Monday  afternoons,  fortni^tly, 

SUN  RAY  CLINICS. 

At  Guide  Post,  every  Tuesday  morning  and  every  Friday  afternoon, 

DIPHIHERIA  miUNISATION  CLINICS. 

At  Guide  Post  on  Monday  morning  at  4 v;oekly  intervals. 

At  Bedlington  Station  on  Tuesday  mornings  at  4 vireokly  intervals. 

At  Cambois  on  Monday  afternoons  at  4 vireekly  intervals. 
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SECTION  C. 


Sanitary  Circuristancos  of  the  hvoo., 

'7a ter  Supply. 

Tho  District  is  supplied  v>rith  water  purchased  from  the 
'vatcr  Departnont  of  tho  Tynemouth  Corporation, 

The  quantity  has  been  satisfactory  and  well  maintained 
being  continually  under  pressure. 

The  v/ator  is  chlorinated  boforc  entering  the  district, 
and  is  regularly  tested  by  tho  vendors.  Cent ar.iinat ion  has  boon  unknov;n, 
within  any  of  the  areas  of  distribution. 

New  water  mains  have  boon  laid  or  extended  in  different 
parts  of  the  district  for  tho  purpose  of  supplying  houses  as  they  bocono 
occupied.  Over  two  thousand  fivo  hundred  yards  of  three  inch  mains  have 
been  nev/ly  laid,  and  for  the  purpose  of  extending  existing  mains 
approxiinately  one  thousand  five  hundred  yards  of  four  inch  mains  have 
been  provided  and  laid. 

One  sample  of  v/ator  was  collected  from  an  outcrop  spring 
supplying  water  at  Grovo  Villa,  Bedlington,  This  Virator  v/as  submitted 
for  Bacteriological  Examination,  the  result  was  satisfactory  having  no 
Coli-Aerogonos  organisms  per  100ml  of  v/ater. 

Drainage  and  Sevirorago, 

All  the  principal  sevirers  empty  into  tidal  v^^aters,  and  out- 
falls are  situated  within  the  estuaries  of  the  River  Blyth  and  River 
Eansbeck  aiiilst  those  carrying  sevjage  from  various  properties  near  the 
coast-line  empty  direct  into  the  sea. 

Near  each  of  the  outfalls  emptying  into  the  Estuaries 
arrangements  are  provided  for  Sedimentation  and  Screening. 

Nev/  sewers  have  been  laid  to  the  extent  of  ono  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety  five  yards  of  six  inch  pipes,  nine  hundred  and 
sixty  five  yards  of  nine  inch  pipes,  and  seventy  two  yards  of  twelve  . 
inch  pipes.  These  have  been  chiefly  for  the  provision  of  now  hoiiSQS, 

Rivers  and  Streams. 


Under  this  heading  no  domestic  v;ater  supplies  aro  derived 
from  rivers  or  streams | therefore  no  action  has  boon  necessary  in  this 
respect , 

Sanitary  Accommodation* 

Tho  District  is  served  by  tho  water  carriage  system  with 
the  exception  of  a fow  isolated  cases.  Some  of  those  have  chemical 
closets  in  operation. 

No  conversions  have  taken  place  during  the  year. 

Public  Cleansing, 

The  removal  of  house  refuse  has  been  carried  out  partly  by 
local  contractors,  and  partly  by  Direct  Labour,  In  the  case  of  the 
latter  the  work  has  been  done  by  the  Council  v/orkmen  with  motor  vehicles 
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owned  by  the  Local  Authority.  The  receptacles  are  cleansed  in  some 
ins tances twice  weekly  and  in  other  cases  weekly  or  fortnightly. 

The  bulk  of  the  refuse  is  deposited  Bedlington  Station 
brickworks,  Stakeford,  and  Cambois.  These  areas  are  periodically  attended 
to  by  the  Council  workmen.  The  filling  in  of  the  old  claypit  at 
Choppington  has  now  been  completed  and  the  land  reclaimed  for  Agricultural 
purposes. 


The  Salvage  collection  is  carried  out  separately  from  the 
refuse  collection,  other  vehicles  being  engaged  to  carry  out  a general 
house  to  house  collection  throughout  the  whole  of  the  area. 

During  1947  the  following  amounts  of  various  kinds  of  salvage 


were  collected 

and 

sold  for 

the  prices 

set  out  below: 

— 

Tons 

. Cw  ts  • 

Qrs. 

n 

iSJ  • 

s . 

d. 

Paper. 

73* 

l6. 

2. 

489. 

2. 

5. 

Rags. 

3. 

9* 

2. 

51. 

12. 

0. 

Bones . 

1. 

19. 

3. 

11. 

11. 

9. 

Bottles . 

2960-^  dozen. 

95‘ 

15. 

2. 

Light  scrap. 

10. 

~ 

1. 

7- 

6. 

£649. 

8. 

10. 

THE  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA . 

The  appended  table  provides  the  number  and  nature  of 
inspections  for  various  defects  during  the  year. 


Tabular 

Statement 

No*  of 
Inspec- 
tions 
during 
year. 

No.  of 
defects 
or  con- 
traven- 
tions 
of  Bye 
Law. 

No.  out 
s tand- 
ing  from 
previous 
year. 

T 

0 

T 

A 

L 

No . rem 

edied 

after 

letter 

or  int 

erview. 

No. of 
Statu 
tory 
no  tic 
es 

serv 

ed. 

Defect 
s rem- 
edied 
there 
after. 

In  pro 
cess  of 
being 
dealt 
w i th . 

HOUSING 

Structural 

247 

196 

26 

Defects . 

Defective 

222 

193 

29 

Poodstore 

67 

33 

- 

33 

33 

— 

— 

— 

Dampness 

87 

33 

- 

33 

33 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding. 

- 

- 

■ - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

nu  isances. 

21 

7 

— 

7 

7 

- 

■■III..  ■ 

— 
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Cent.  j 

Tabular  \ 

” t 

Statement 

No.  of 
Inspec- 
tions 
during 
year. 

No.  of 
defects 
or  con- 
traven- 
tions 
of  Bye 
Lav;. 

No.  out 
s tend- 
ing from 
previous 
year. 

T 

0 

T 

A 

L 

No.  remi 
edied 
after 
letter 
or  int 
erview . 

No. of  1 

Statu 

tory 

notice 

es 

serv 

ed 

Defect 
s rem- 
edied 
there 
after 

In  pro 

cess 

of 

being 

dealt 

with. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Insufficient. 

4 

4 

4 

Unsatisfactory 

12 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

DRAINAGE . 

Insufficient 

131 

4 

4 

Defective. 

— 

75 

75 

- 

- 

- 

sailetary 

CON'VENIENCES . 

Insufficient. 

131 

Defective . 

62 

- 

62 

62 

- 

- 

- 

Shops , Poods  tores  ? 

138 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Dairies , Cowsheds 
and  Milkshops 

117 

5 

5 

5 

— 

Slaughter  Houses 

'312 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Tents , Vans ,etc. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Offensive  Trades. 

! 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Workshops  and 
Workplaces 

■ 65 

6 

- 

6 

6 

- 

- 

- 

Keeping  of  Animals 

i 13 

3 

3 

3 

- 

- 

- 

Insanitary  Ashpit 
and  Receptacles. 

1189 

1 

87 

— 

87 

87 

— 

- 

Ashpits  improperly 
used. 

i ^ 

i 

— 

— 

Offensive  accumul- 
ations . 

1 

3 

3 

- 

3 

3 

>- 

— 

Smoke  Nuisances. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i 

P-533 

519 

26 

j.  — _ 

545 

516 

1 

- 

29 

Previous  to  their  removal  to  Council  Houses  all  prospective  tenants  have 
been  visited,  in  order  to  ascertain  their  present  Sanitary  Conditions  No* 
of  visits  made  47 
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DETAILS  OP  HOUSING  REPAIRS  AS  IN  PRECEDING  TABLE 


Roofs  and  Ridges 

87 

Chimney  Stacks 

28 

8 

Spouting  and  Pall  pipes 

23 

46 

Walling  pointing  etc. 

79 

- 

Window  Sashes  and  Frames. 

21 

19 

Doors  and  Frames 

12 

47 

Wall  Plaster  (Rooms) 

36 

5 

Ceilings 

34 

42 

Poocis  tores 

33 

- 

Chimney  Breasts 

3 

- 

Flooring  (Rooms  etc). 

29 

44 

Ranges  and  Fireplaces 

5 

1 

Staircases  and  Passages 

17 

9 

Skirting  (cement) 

3 

36 

Water  Services 

21 

4 

7/ater  Closets 

62 

- 

Drains 

7 

4 

Gullies 

4 

pedestals 

5 

12 

Inspection  Chambers 

9 

2 

Yard  Walls  and  Doors 

7 

19 

Dust  Bins 

87 

521 

389 

THE  MOVEMENT  OF  SQUATTERS  INTO  UNOGGUPIED  BUILDINGS 

Since  the  last  report  other  nine  families  have  occupied 
the  Military  Hutments  at  Gambois  bringing  the  total  up  to  twenty  nine* 

Other  five  families  have  found  accommodation  within  the 
Fountain  Yard  Inn  Bedlington,  and  one  vacant  house  has  been  requisitioned 
by  the  Council,  and  brought  up  to  a degree  of  fitness  for  one  family* 

All  the  Sanitary  services  have  been  maintained  by  the  Local  Authority* 

CAMPING  SITES  . 

There  are  no  civilian  camping  sites  in  the  District* 

S7;ilvMING  BATHS  AND  SHOWERS  . 

At  collieries  v/ithin  Bedlington,  Stakeford  and  Cambois  pit-head 
shower  baths  are  available  for  the  use  of  the  workmen. 

At  Humford  Mill  the  swimming  pool  provided  by  the  Council  is 
used  mostly  by  children. 
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S¥B'IIvlBIG  BATHS  ATO  SHOTOS  Cont. 

Samples  of  the  various  v/aters  from  the  pit-head  shower  baths  at 
Bedlington,  and  the  Sv/imming  Pool  at  Humford  Mill  have  been  collected  and 
submitted  for  Bacteriological  Eixaminationj  and  the  folloY/ing  is  a 
statement  of  the  results. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  REPORT  UPON  THE  CONDITION  OF  THE  MIKE  WATER  USED  AT  THE 

PIT-HEAD  SHOWER  BATHS 
Date  of  collection  of. samples  lal2.47» 

Result  of  Examination . 

Probable  Humber  of  Coli-AeroRenes  organisms  per  iQOml  of  water. 


Prom  shOY/ers  at  Doctor  Pit-Head  baths  1 

Underground  water  from  pit  pond  on  the  surface  50 

Prom  Boiler  House  at  inlet  from  pit  pond I60 

Prom  Y/ash  tap  at  Pit-head  baths  not  used  for  drinking  purposes  ....  17 


No  pathogens  isolated  from  these  specimens . 

Date  of  collection  of  samples  18. 12.U7« 

Result  of  Examination . 

Probable  Number  of  Coli-Aerogenes  organisms  ner  lOQml  of  water. 

Underground  water  taken  from  surface  of  Pit  pond  11 

Prom  Boiler  House  at  inlet  from  Pit  pond  1 

Prom  wash  basin  tap  not  used  for  drinking  purposes  at  Pit  Head  baths.  NIL 
Prom  showers  at  pit  head  baths  NIL 


Date  of  Collection  of  Samples.  21.12.iL|.7» 

Result  of  Examination 

probable  Number  of  Coli-Aerogenes  organisms  per  100ml  of  water . 

Underground  water  from  surface  of  pit  pond  I60 

Y/ater  from  Boiler  house  at  inlet  from  pit  pond '. . 90 

7/ater  from  wash  basin  tap  not  used  for  drinking  purposes  at  theP’.H.B.  25 
Water  from  Showers  at  the  Pit  head  baths  .....' ■ 5 

These  samples  shov/ed  that  this  Y/ater  might  be  a source  of  infection 
although  it  is  not  used  for  drinking  purposes. 
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Probable-  Humber  of  Col i-Aero genes  organisms  loer  19Qml  of  water. (Cor^t) 

A letter  was  sent  to  the  responsible  authority  pointing  out  the 
unsatisfactory  nature  of  the  supply  and  suggesting  that  it  vi/as 
desirable  to  dispense  vjith  the  existing  source  and  to  substitute 
for  it  a supply  from  the  council’s  mains. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  REPORTS  UPON  THE  CONDITION  OF  THE  WATER  USED  BY  THE 

HUMFORD  MILL  OPEN  AIR  SWIMMING  POOL . 

Late  of  collection  of  sample  7 » 8 » 14-7 » 

Organisms  per  lOOml  of  water 18o+ 

Following  on  the  receipt  of  this  result  the  swimming  pool  was 
closed  to  the  public  forthwith. 

The  Upper  half  of  the  layer  of  sand  in  the  filter  was  removed  and 
replaced  by  clean  sand. 

A second  sample  of  Water  was  then  taken  which  gave  the  following 
result: - 

Late  of  collection  of  sample  3 » 9 * U7 . 

Result  of  Examination. 

obable  number  of  ColiT^ero genes  organisms  ner  lOCml  of  v/ater. 

¥ater,  chlorinated  automatically  before  entering  the  swimming  bath  35 
Filter  bed  of  Humford  Swimming  Baths  180  + 

This  also  was  unsatisfactory  and  it  was  decided  not  to  re-open  the 
pool  which  consequently  remained  closed  for  the  rest  of  the  season. 

Further  cleansing  and  overhaul  of  the  chlorinating  plant  will  be 
necessary  before  the  pool  can  be  used  again. 

ERALIGATIOM  OF  BEL  BUGS 


1.  Number  of  Council  houses  infested  7 

Number  of  other  houses  infested  13 


'5.  The  method  employed  for  freeing  infested  premises  is  by  a general 
spraying  v/ith  insecticide  followed  by  fumigation  with  Sulphur. 

3*  The  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority. 


U*  As  far  as  possible  the  occupiers  are  advised  how  to  control  re- 
inf  es  tation. 

5»  In  the  case  of  other  vermin,  beetles  etc.,  material  is  suiDpli-ed 
to  the  occupier  of  the  infested  buildings.  ~ ^ 

SCHOOI^. 

The  sanitary  arrangements  and  water  supply  of  the  schools 
continue  to  be  satisfactory.  The  Vi/ater  carriage  system  is  in 
operation  at  all  the  schools,  the  water  is  supplied  for  drihkiing  and 
other  purposes  direct  from  the  water  mains  of  the  Council. 

The  refuse  is  collected  at  regular  intervals* 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 • 

There ^ are  at  present  46  Factories  within  the  District,  of  which,  38 
are  Factories  with  mechanical  power,  2 are  without  povi/er  and  6 are 
Builders’  Yards,  Plumbers’  Workshops  and  Paint  Stores* 

For  dotclls  of  Inspootioua  aoo  pago  16^ 

•• 

SECTION  D. 

1 • INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 

or  Housing  Acts)  255 

(b)  Number  of  visits  made  for  the  purpose 255 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (l)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidation 

Regulations  1925  & 1936  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  visits  made  for  the  purposes  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dv/elling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 

as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 

fit  for  human  habitation I96 


2*  REHEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  Y/ITHOUT  SERVICE  OF  FORMAL 

" — 

Number  of  defective  dv/elling  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  its  officers  

( 14  ) 


167 


3 . ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  PO¥ERS  DURING  THE  YEARi- 


(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,10^  & l6,  of  the 

Housing  Act  1936  Nil 

fb)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  & 13  of  the 

Housing  Act j 1936  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  Nil 

NUMBER  OF  HOUSES  ERECTED  DURING  THE  YEAR . 

PERMi\NENT  TEMPOR.\RY 


(a)  As  part  of  the  Municipal  Housing 

Scheme 


(b)  Privately 


120 

6 


I-' 
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INSEECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 
by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


SECTION  Eo 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


MILK  SUPPLY « 

There  are  now  thirty  six  Registered  Milk  Producers  within 
the  District,  most  of  them  being  Producers  and  Retailers  • This  is  a 
reduction  of  four  from  the  previous  year,  as  three  have  ceased 
producing  milk  for  sale,  and  one  has  left  the  district.  Five  of  them 
have  herds  producing  Accredited  Milk,  and  one  has  a herd  producing 
Tuberculin  Tested  Milk, 

In  addition  there  are  six  Dealers  still  holding  Licences 
to  retail  Pasteurized  Milk  one  of  vihich  is  a Supplementary  Licence, 
Another  retailer  holds  a licence  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk, 

The  inspection  of  the  premises  has  been  carried  out  most 
regularly,  and  the  conditions  found  have  been  satisfactory. 

One  new  cov^rshed  has  been  built  for  the  purpose  of 
accommodating  ai  Attested  herd,  and  in  tviro  other  instances  the  floors, 
channels  and  partitions  have  been  renev/ed, 

MILK  SAMPLES. 

1,  For  Cleanliness Methylene  Blue  Test 

In  28  instances  Satisfactory, 

In  3 instances  ,., Five  hours  reduction  time. 

In  1 instance  Tyw  and  half  hours  reduction  time, 

2.  For  Tuberculosis, 

Of  fourteen  samples  dealt  vi^ith  by  the  County  Laboratory  eleven 
•proved  negative  and  free  from  Tuberculosis,  and  tv^ro  vjere  positive. 


tffiAT  INSPECTION. 


The  Slau^ter  House  ovmed  by  the  Bedlington  Co-operative 
Society  is  the  premises  used  for  the  slaughtering  of  animals.  It  is 
still  operating  very  satisfactorily.  The  allocation  of  all  meat 
supplies  is  carried  out  at  the  premises,  One  existing  building 

not  being  in  use  has  been  improved  and  rendered  fit  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  storing  and  the  clean  handling  of  all  imported  carcases, 
offal,  and  canned  meat. 
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EXAMINATION  OP  CARCASES. 


Cattle 
excluding 
cow  & 
calves 

i 

Cows 

i 

Calves 

i 

She  ep 
and 
lambs 

Pigs 

Number  Killed  and  Inspected 

889 

93 

8 

3,282 

4 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

^BThole  carcases  condemned 

1 

1 

3 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 
including  whole  carcases 
condemned 

623 

25 

1 

67 

3 

percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
diseases  other  than 

Tuberculos is 

69.30fo 

26.88% 

12.5% 

2,04% 

75% 

Tuberculosis  only . 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

7 

2 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 
including  whole  carcases 
condemned 

46 

27 

2 

- 

- 

Percentage  of  the  number 

inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis* 

5.12fo 

29.03% 

I 

- 

- 

MEAT,  OR  CANS,  ETC.,  GOlNpEIitNED  AND  SURRENDERED  AS  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  CONSllgTION 


BOVINE  ANBri/iLS 

For  Tuberculos is , 


Number 

of 

Y/hole  carcases 

10 

it 

if 

Lungs 

66 

11 

it 

Heads  & Tongues 

37 

it 

it 

Livers 

20 

it 

It 

Intes  tines 

17 

It 

It 

Hearts 

12 

li 

11 

Stomachs 

12 

it 

it 

Spleens 

10 

it 

It 

Tails 

10 

it 

II 

Skirts 

10 

It 

It 

Udders 

6 
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Diseases  other  than ^Tubercalos is 


Whole  carcases  Emaciation  1 Immaturity  1 

Heads  & Tongues  Actinomycosis  3 Tumours  1 

Immaturity  1 Emaciation  1 

Lungs  Flukes  43,  Pleurisy  11, 

Undigested  Pood  8, 


Abscesses  4>  Hydatid  Cysts  4> 
Pneumonia  2,  Tumours  1, 
Immaturity  1,  Emaciation  1, 
Pentas tomes  1. 

Livers  Cirrhosis  252  whole  and  349 

parts, Abscesses  27,  Angioma  5 > 
Peritonitis  2,  Immaturity  1, 
Necrosis  1,  Emaciation  1. 


Intestines  Immaturity  1,  Enteritis  1, 

Emaciation  1, 

Udders  Mastitis  14>  Abscesses  2. 

Hearts  Pericarditis  1,  Emaciation  1, 

Immaturity  1* 

Skirts  Abscesses  2,  Inflammation  1, 

Emaciation  1. 

Spleens  Inflammation  2,  Emaciation  1. 

Tails  Emaciation  1. 

Stomachs  inflammation  1.  Emaciation  1, 

Decomposition  1. 

Kidneys  Nephritis  2,  Emaciation  1* 

Feet Inflammation  2,  Emaciation  4> 

Decomposition  4* 

Pat  (lbs)  Immaturity  2 lbs.  Necrosis  53  lbs 

Inflammation  40  lbs, 


Emaciation  6 lbs. 

Weight  of  Beef  Condemned. 


Because  of  Disease  1>731  lbs. 

” '•  Bruising  96  lbs. 

” Bone  Taint  2,467  lbs. 

•'  ” Decomposition 264  lbs. 
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SHEEP. 


Septicaemia  2,  Emaciation  1. 
Parasitic  43?  Pneumonia  and 
Peritonitis  4,  Abscesses  11, 
Emaciation  2,  Septicaemia  1. 
Abscesses  2. 

Emaciation  2,  C.Cerebralis  1, 
Septicaemia  1,  Abscesses  1. 
Emaciation  2,  Septicaemia  1. 
Emaciation  2,  Septicaemia  1« 
Emaciation  7 lbs.  Septicaemia  3 Ite 
Cysts  7 lbs. 

Y/eight  of  Mutton  Condemned. 


Because  of  Disease 2 lbs. 

" ” Abscesses  27  lbs. 

" Decomposition  195  lbs. 


(Due  to  Mechanical  Breakdown) 

Nil 

pneumonia  and  peritonitis  2. 

*..«.  Enteritis  2. 

.....  Peritonitis  18  lbs. 

Y/eight  of  Pork  Condemned. 

Because  of  Disease  5 lbs. 

" ” Bruising 12  lbs. 


OTHER  FOODSTUFFS  EXAMINED  AND  FOUND  TO  BE  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  CONSUMPTION. 


Canned  Meats,  Steaks,  etc  315  tins 

Canned  Fish,  salmon,  pilchards,  etc 42  tins 

Canned  Vegetables,  beans,  carrots,  soups,  etc  297  tins 

Canned  Fruit,  Tomatoes,  peaches,  etc  44  tins 

Pickles  and  Sauces  21  jars 

Canned  Milk 247  tins 

Bacon  and  Ham  296  lbs. 

Sausage  41  lbs. 

Tongue  3 lbs . 

Butter 139  lbs. 

Cheese  39  lbs. 

Sugar 12  lbs. 

Pish 112  lbs. 

Fresh  Fruit  37  trays. 

Dried  Fruit 11  lbs. 

Dried  Vegetables  34  lbs. 

Preserves,  jams,  marmalade  38  jars. 

Cereals  3 pkts. 

Cake  Flour  ....t.  24  pkts. 

Eggs  315 

Dried  Eggs  1 pkt. 


Y/hole  Carcases 

Plucks 

Intes  tines, . . . 
Fat 


Whole  carcases 
Plucks  


Livers  , . . 
Heads  . . . . 

Intes  tines 
Stomachs  . 
Pat 
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SHELL  FISH 


A few  lashers  of  Shell  Pish  lie  exposed  to  contamination 
within  the  estaary  of  the  River  Blyth.  Notices  are  posted 
at  the  approaches  prohibiting  the  collection  of  these  shell 
fish.  No  cases  of  collection  have  been  known  during  the  year. 


RODENTS 


Portions  of  Sev/ers  and  Drains  and  refuse  tips  have  been 
given  periodical  attention  throughout  the  year.  In  the  case 
of  dwellings  the  occupiers  have  been  given  every  assistance  and 
advice  where  infestation  has  been  known. 
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SECTION  F» 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  QA/ER,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Hospital  accommodation  for  cases  of  infectious  diseases  was 
provided  throughout  the  year  at  the  Ashington  Unit  of  the  South  East 
Northumberland  Joint  Hospital  Board,  of  which  the  Urban  District 
Council  is  a constituent  authority. 


Disease. 

Total 

cases 

notified. 

Cases 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths . 

Diphtheria 

19 

16 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

10 

- 

- 

Pneumonia 

43 

Unknown 

14 

Erys ipelas 

6 

- 

- 

Ac.  Ant.  Poliomyelitis. 

4 

4 

- 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

3 

3 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

- 

- 

Dysentery. 

3 

2 

- 

Typhoid  Fever 

2 

2 

1 

Y/ho oping  Cough. 

36 

- 

- 

Measles • 

224 

- 

Table  Showing  Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases 


Under  Age  Croups. 

Disease. 

Und 
1 50? 

1-2 

yrs 

2-3 

yrs 

3-4  4-5 
yrs  yrs 

5-D 

yrs 

10-15  15-20  20-35  35-45  45 

yrs  yrs  yrs  yrs  yrs 

65 

yrs 

Diphtheria. 

1 

1 

4 

4 

4 

5 

Scarlet  Fever. 

- 

- 

- 

2 

— 

4 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Pneumonia. 

2 

2 

5 

- 

- 

4 

3 

3 

4 

4 

11 

5 

Erysipelas. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

3 

Acute  Polio. 
Cerebro  Spinal 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Fever. 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Dysentery. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

— 

Typhoid  Fever. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

— 

1 

i.. 

YThoopir^  Cough. 

9 

4 

3 

7 

7 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Measles. 

14 

36 

42 

Age 

27  1+5 

unknown 

54 

. - 2 

2 

1 

1 

•m 

■ 
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TYPHOID  FEVER . 

This  disease  reappeared  in  the  Shire  for  the  first  time  since  1943» 
Two  cases  were  notified  but  it  is  very  unlikely  that  there  was  any 
connection  between  them  as  one  occurred  in  a Gambois  schoolboy  early 
in  September  and  the  other  in  a young  man  in  Bedlington  at  the  end  of 
November.  This  latter  case  rapidly  proved  fatal  but  the  former  made 
a good  recovery. 

The  source  of  the  infection  was  not  established  in  either  case  but 
the  boy  v^as  known  to  have  been  in  the  habit  of  bathing  from  the  beach 
at  Gambois  and  it  is  possible  he  may  have  been  infected  by  water  from 
the  river.  A case  occurred  at  the  same  time  in  a child  who  lived  at 
North  Seaton  Golliery  and  had  been  accustomed  to  play  on  the  ba2!Sc  of 
the  ¥ansbeck  just  belov/  the  Golliery  and  just  opposite  Gambois.  The 
source  of  the  infection  in  these  t^wo  cases  may,  therefore,  have  been 
the  same. 

Gontaminated  water  was  also  suspected  in  the  case  of  the  young  man 
in  Bedlington  and  here  the  possible  source  was  water  from  the  pit  pond 
which  is  used  to  supply  the  pit  head  baths.  This  water  was  found  to 
be  seriously  contaminated  at  times  ¥/ith  other  organisms  but  the  Typhoid 
bacillus,  which  is  notoriously  difficult  to  recover,  was  not  identified. 
In  vie¥7  of  the  unsatisfactory  nature  of  this  water,  however, 
representations  were  made  to  the  Miners’  Welfare  Gommission  indicating 
the  desirability  of  safe-guarding  the  supply.  A reply  was  received  to 
the  effect  that  the  question  would  be  considered  and  there,  in  the 
meantime,  the  matter  rests. 

PARATYPHOID  FEVER . 

No  case  of  this  disease  occurred  during  the  year. 

DIPHTHERIA. 


The  incidence  of  this  disease  showed  a marked  and  very  welcome 
decline  in  1947*  Nineteen  cases  were  notified  with  no  deaths,  compared 
with  55  (3  deaths)  in  1946,  64  (1  death)  in  1945  and  85  (7  deaths)  in 
1944* 


Of  the  nineteen  cases,  16  were  removed  to  hospital  and  nine  were 
knov/n  to  have  been  immunised. 

No  cases  at  all  occurred  during  the  last  four  months  of  the  year. 
AGUTE  ANTERIOR  POLIOMYELITIS,  (infantile  Paralysis) 

Bedlingtonshire  did  not,  altogether  escape  the  country-wide 
outbreak  of  this  disease  which  occurred  during  the  summer  and  autumn  of 
1947 > but  there  v/as  no  suggestion  of  a local  epidemic.  Pour  cases  were 
notified;  one  in  March,  one  in  August  and  two  in  September.  There  waS  no 
ascertainable  connection  between  the  cases  and  one,  in  fact,  developed 
the  illness  7/hile  living  in  another  district.  None  of  the  cases  was 
severe  and  there  v^ere  no  deaths. 
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WHOOPING  GQUQH, 

This  disease  declined  from  45  cases  in  1946  to  36  cases  in  1947* 
There  were  no  deaths, 

M^SLES^ 


This  disease  continued  to  be  prevalent  throughout  the  year  and 
224  cases  were  notified.  There  were  no  deaths. 

DEFENCE  (general)  REGULATIONS,  1939.  SCABIES  ORDER,  NO*  33A* 

The  numbers  attending  the  cleansing  station  showed  an  increase 
during  1947^  there  being  10  cases  treated  as  compared  with  7 in  1946« 
There  were  2 patients  treated  for  lice  only. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  persons  from  Bedlingtonshire 
who  were  treated  according  to  their  ages  and  conditions  from  which  they 
suffered* 


scabies  only,  scabies  not  pound,  lice  only, 


M. 

P. 

M .'  P • 

M. 

P. 

Over  16  years 

— 

2 

— 

1 

5-16  years 

1 

3 

- - 

- 

- 

Under  5 years 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

6 

1 

2 

Also  appended  is  a 

. table 

shoY/ing 

the 

total  numbers 

treated 

from 

all  the  five  districts 

included  in  the  No 

1.  2 Area. 

SCABIES 

ONLY. 

SCABIES 

& LICE.  SCABIES  NOT  POUND. 

LICE 

ONLY. 

M . 

P. 
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TUBERCULOS  IS 


NEW  CASES 


DEATSS 


Under  1 year 
1-5  years 
5-15  years 
15  - 25  years 
25  - 35  years 
35  - 45  years 
45  - 55  years 
55  - 65  years 
Over  65  years 
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M*  F.  M.  P. 


Resp,  Non-Resp, 

M.  F.  M.  F. 
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CANCER  MORTALITY. 
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Birth-rates,  Civilian  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal 
Mortality  and  Case-rates  for  Certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Year 
1947,  Provisional  figures  based  on  V/eekly  and  Quarterly  Returns* 


England 

and 

Wales 

126  C.B's 
and  Great 
Tovms 
including 
London 

148  Smaller  Tovms 
Resident  Pop. 

■ 25,000  - 50,000 
at  1931  Census, 

London 
Admin, 
County . 

: 

s Rates 

per  1,000  C 

ivilian  Population 

Births 

live  Births 

20,5  / 

23,3 

22,2 

22.7 

Still  Births 

0.50/ 

0.62 

0.54 

0.49 

Deaths 

All  Causes 

12.0  / 

13.0 

11.9 

12.8 

Typhoid  & Paratyphoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.02 

Diphtheria 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Influenza 

0,09 

0.09 

0.08 

0,08 

Smallpox 

0,00 

0.00 

0.00 

- 

Measles 

0.01 

0.02 

0.02 

0,01 

Notifications 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

Parat^'phoid  fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0,01 

0.01 

Cerehro-spinal  fever 

0.05 

0,06 

0.05 

0,05 

Scarlet  fever 

1.37 

1.54 

1.37 

1.31 

Whooping  Cou^ 

2.22 

2,41 

2.02 

2,80 

Diphtheria 

0.13 

0.15 

0,14 

0.14 

Erysipelas 

0,19 

0.21 

0.18 

0,22 

Smallpox 

0,00 

0.00 

0,01 

0.00 

Measles 

9.41 

9,13 

9.58 

5.29 

Pne-urnonia 

0.79 

Jj 

0.89 

0.68 

0,64 

K A dash  (-)  signifies  that  there  v^rere  no  deaths 
/ Rates  per  1,000  total  population. 


England 
and  Wales 

126  C.B’s  and 
Great  Towns 
including 
London 

148  Smaller 
Towns  (Resident 
Pop.25>000  - 
50,000  at  1931 
Census 

London 

Admin. 

County 

Rates  per 

1 

i 

1,000  Live  Births;- 

Deaths 

All  causes  under  1 year 

1+1  f 

47 

36 

37 

0 f age 

Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

under  2 years  of  age 

5.8 

8.0 

3.7 

4.8 

Rates  per 

1 , 

1,000  Total  (Live  & Still)  BiJ 

?ths 

Notifications 

Puerperal  fever 

r, 

( 1.21 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

j 1 0 J-O  j o*yy 

L 

6.27 

( 8.9I1S 

Maternal  Mortality  in  ENGLAND  AND  WALES 

\ 


Rates  per  1,000 
Total  (Live  and 
Still)  Births 


140  Abortion  with  sepsis 

141  Abortion  v/ithout  sepsis 
147  Puerperal  infections 
].42-146) 

148-15o)other  maternal 
causes 


0.10 

0.06 

0.16 


0.^ 


Rates  per  million 
v/omen  aged  15“44 


9 

5 


Per  1,000  related  births 
ss  Including  Puerperal  fever 


( 27  ) 


